Alpha-arylation of esters catalyzed by the Pd(I) dimer {[P(t-Bu)3]PdBr}2.
Conditions for the coupling of bromoarenes with esters using a single base and catalyst with improved turnover numbers are described. These general conditions were made possible by using the Pd(I) catalyst {[P(t-Bu)3]PdBr}2. Reactions of acetates, propionates, and isobutyrates are presented, and reactions of all three classes of esters on a 10 g scale are described.